
From Fr. Melvin:  The Basilica of St. Mary in Trastevere is known as the jewel in the crown of many 

churches found in this popular district owing in part to its cultural background of an immigrant populace in-

cluding merchants, sailors, and workers along the shoreline. Interestingly, in July, there is an ancient Marian 

devotion where the locals attend the Nountri (Our Feast), which includes a huge statue of Mary in Proces-

sion [Roman Pilgrimage. 131]. With history enveloped in this basilica, I will share four photos pointing out 

particular details of statues and paintings. As one visits these churches and basilicas in Rome, one reads 

about what kind of renovation took place such as changes in masonry, and at St. Mary, the move from mosa-

ic artwork to frescoes. Notably, Pope Innocent II, who grew up in this district, set about a broader rebuilding 

in 1140. Pope Francis takes up a Mass here on the Lenten Stations—Thursday, Second Week of Lent. 

In the first of two exterior photos, we see a 

large fountain with flowing water in all di-

rections as steps lead up to it.  Young peo-

ple take occasion to sit and chat; music 

could be heard at times allowing one to 

pause and be at peace near the basilica. The 

huge brick bell tower rises just to the right 

of St. Mary Basilica which is undergoing a 

renovation on the upper façade. A closer 

look at the tower reveals the time as 3:10 in 

the afternoon (7:10am Caldwell time!), as 

free periods from 2:00 to 6:30 afforded me 

these excursions. Further above the clock is 

a painting of Mary holding the child Jesus, 

and at the top is a small cross.   

 

 

 

 

In the second close-up photo, we identify the four statues 

above the columns: Sts. Callistus, Cornelius, Julius I, and 

Calepodius; their incased relics are at the High Altar. Their 

remembrance: Pope Callistus, 218-223, built the first sanctu-

ary, Pope Cornelius reigned from 251-251 and was a strong 

defender of the faith against pagan worship, Pope Julius I, 

337-352 set the official date of Christ’s birth (December 

25th), and Calepodius, a priest and martyr, who like the oth-

ers left a legacy of faith till death did they part.   

 

 



In the third photo, we enter cast our eyes upward. Eliza-

beth Lev, our Sabbatical guide, speaks about the paint-

ing of Mary (toward the front) in her text:    

The intricate shapes of the coffered ceiling frame Dome-

nichino’s Assumption of Mary, painted in 1617. The 

Blessed Virgin seems to soar through the heavy wooden 

panels as she rises toward the light, recalling Isaiah’s 

promise that “the Lord will be your everlasting light, 

and the days of your mourning shall be ended.  [pg. 

132] 

Notice the granite columns which form a delicate feature 

of “strength” to the basilica’s inspiration where off to 

the left side behind the columns is the Tomb of Pope In-

nocent II (noted earlier). Leading to the High Altar, one 

soon finds just how dedicated this church is to our 

Blessed Mother. Many paintings reveal the life of Mary 

from her infancy to her Assumption into Heaven. Be-

hind the altar, a painting reveals her seated next to 

Christ which according to Lev, reveals the Marian piety 

of the Middle Ages [131]. 

 

 

In the fourth photo, we visit the Chapel of Our Lady. 

In these following explanations, one does have to 

“zoom” into the scene of my camera but believe me, 

the paintings are exquisite. To the far upper right and 

just to the left of the column is the major prophet 

Isaiah; bearded, white robe, sandals, and holding a 

large scroll that directed him to God.   Just below the 

prophet, is the scene of the Nativity of Mary reveal-

ing St. Anne, mother of Mary, who is about to re-

ceive a meal from two maidservants while infant 

Mary is about to take a bath. A midwife tests the wa-

ter before Mary enters—“everyday human gestures, 

glorified in shimmering stone” [132]. What a journey 

of just one of many basilicas inspiring us to look and 

beseech her intercession and our saints.   

 

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God and Mother 

of the Church and all saints, pray for us.  


